
 
Suicide Risk Procedure 
 
The risk of suicide is raised when any peer, teacher, or other school employee identifies 
someone as potentially suicidal because s/he has directly or indirectly expressed suicidal 
thoughts (ideation), behaviors, and/or intent. 
 
The student is escorted to guidance by the staff member with the most direct knowledge of the 
potential risk.  The staff member communicates the information that indicated suicidal risk to 
the school designated Suicide Risk Response Coordinator (SRRC) (typically the guidance 
counselor, but could include other staff designated by the school) 
 
The student is to be under constant visual adult supervision until the suicide risk screening can 
be completed by the SSRC. 
 
If the SSRC is unavailable, the designated school administrator should be contacted and s/he 
should contact the student assistance coordinator to complete the screening / assessment. 
 
 
 
 
Screening: 
 
The SSRC will complete the screening using the Suicide Risk Screening Form. 
Based on the results of the screening one of the following will take place: 
 
Does not require ae Suicide Risk Assessment 
 

 The Suicide Risk Response Coordinator (SSRC) contacts parent / guardian to indicate 
that there were concerns about suicide risk and explain circumstances. 

 Indicate that after talking with the student, there did not appear to be a significant risk, 
but the school wanted to inform parent / guardian of concerns. 

 Solicit any information the parent / guardian might have that is relevant  

 With parent / guardian ok, student can return to class. 

 If indicated, the student can be followed by a guidance counselor or a referral can be 
made to the student assistance coordinator. 

 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
 



 
Does require a Suicide Risk Assessment 
 

 The student should remain under visual adult supervision. 

 The SSRC will consult with the student assistance coordinator regarding (SAC) regarding 
particular circumstances of the screening. 

 SAC / SSRC will contact parent / guardian and explain concerns about initial suicide risk 
and will ask for them to come to school for a conference. 

 Parents may elect to immediately take student for mental health assessment. 

 If necessary or indicated the SAC completes the suicide risk assessment. 

 The SAC / SSRC will utilize the conference to gather additional assessment information, 
provide consultation and assist the parent / guardian re: appropriate intervention(s). 

 SAC / SSRC will get releases signed for any mental health professional, MD, psychiatric 
hospital, etc. that will provide further assessment and/or treatment. 

 SSRC and SAC will fill out and sign Suicide Risk Screening Form. 

 If a mental health assessment is necessary by an outside mental health resource, the 
 parent / guardian is given a copy of suicide risk screening form, release of information 
and contact information for the SAC / SSRC to take to the resource.   
 

 
 
 
Assessment: 
 
The suicide risk assessment is completed by a DCPS Student Assistance Coordinator.  S/he is a 
licensed mental health or certified substance abuse professional with specific training in suicide 
assessment, management and treatment.   
 
 
 
Intervention: 
 
Based on the results of the assessment, the student assistance coordinator will: 
 

 Communicate with parent / guardian on appropriate resources to address the severity 
of the suicidal risk. Complete paperwork required for mental health assessment if 
further assessment is indicated. 

 Provide information to parent / guardian re: suicide risk and precautions. 

 Provide any additional needed consultation. 

 Document results. 

 Provide feedback to guidance. 

 Facilitate re entry into school. 

 Add student to active caseload. 



 


